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Chapter: Pyramids and Mummies: 

Read the following details about the Pyramids for extra information: 

  



The Egyptians built all their pyramids on the West bank of the Nile. Scholars have found around 100 

pyramids in Egypt and more are likely buried under the sand. The most important pyramid complexes 

are at Saqqara, Meidum, Dahshur and Giza. Some pyramids are only mud-brick remnants now.  

There are about eighty pyramids known today from ancient Egypt. The three largest and best-

preserved of these were built at Giza at the beginning of the Old Kingdom. The most well-known of 

these pyramids was built for the pharaoh Khufu. It is known as the 'Great Pyramid'.  

The Ancient Egyptians continued to build pyramids for their pharaohs after the Giza pyramids were 

built. However, they were never as big or well-designed as the Giza pyramids. 

Types of Pyramids 

The first pyramid built in Egypt was the Step 

Pyramid of Pharaoh Djoser, during his reign in 

the Third Dynasty. This pyramid was built by 

Imhotep, one of the earliest known architects 

and engineers. The step pyramid was the first 

monumental stone building constructed in 

Egypt.  

 
Step Pyramid 

Pharaoh Snefru's first pyramid at Dahshur, the 

Bent Pyramid is the first true pyramid. At first, 

its walls had a 60-degree angle. When the 

pyramid reached the height of 131 feet, cracks 

developed in the interior corridors and the 

outer casing, possibly due to the steep angle of 

the walls. 

 
Bent Pyramid 

The first and largest pyramid was built for the 

Pharaoh Khufu. 

The second largest pyramid was built for 

Khufu's son, Khafra. In addition to the usual 

parts of a pyramid complex, Khafra's pyramid is 

guarded by a huge sphinx. 

Finally, the third largest pyramid was built for 

Pharaoh Menkaure. 
 

True Pyramid 



Snefru also built the Red Pyramid at Dahshur, 

with a red limestone core. The interior 

structure, however, was much less complex 

than that of the Bent Pyramid 

 

Red Pyramid 

 

How were other Ancient Egyptians buried? 

The Ancient Egyptians believed that it was important to be buried properly. A proper burial would 

allow them to live again in the afterlife. Thus, most people who could afford spent a lot of time and 

effort making sure that they would be buried well. 

Most ordinary Ancient Egyptians were probably buried in the desert. Their relatives would wrap their 

body in a simple cloth and bury it with some everyday objects and food. 

Those with more wealth would be able to afford a better burial. The graves of some craftsmen and 

workers have been found containing a mummified body as well as bread, fruit, amulets and furniture 

for the afterlife. 

Nobles and very wealthy people were often buried in tombs that we call 'mastabas'(bench). This kind 

of tomb has an underground burial chamber and an above ground offering chapel. These tombs would 

contain the person's mummified body, as well as food, jewelry and special objects. 

 


